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Electoral Review of Staffordshire 
 

Recommendations of the Leader of the Council 
 
1. The views of Members are requested on the draft Stage 1 submission to 
the Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) 
consultation on a pattern of divisions for Staffordshire County Council. 
 
2. That the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, be 
authorised to make any necessary amendments to the draft response to 
reflect Members’ views and to then forward the response to the LGBCE by the 
deadline of 21 February 2011.  
 
Report of the Leader of the Council 
 
Reasons for Recommendations 
 
3. The LGBCE consultation on a pattern of divisions for Staffordshire closes 
on 21 February 2011 and the County Council must approve a submission by 
this date.  The submission needs to clearly articulate where the proposed 
boundaries are and why each of the proposed divisions provides efficient and 
convenient representative arrangements for the area and communities it 
covers. 
 
Background 
 
4. As Members will be aware, the Local Government Boundary Commission 
for England is currently carrying out a Further Electoral Review of 
Staffordshire.  This is due to the number of divisions where the number of 
electors is either 10% higher or lower than the average ratio of electors to 
Members across the County as a whole. 
 
5. The Review process involves a number of different stages and at the 
Council meeting on 14 October Members approved the County Council’s 
response to the first stage, a preliminary consultation on overall Council size.  
This response set out evidence for retaining a Council of 62 Members and 
also, following specific feedback from Members, outlined a case for a uniform 
pattern of 62 single Member divisions. 
 
6. Since the preliminary council size consultation closed the LGBCE have 
confirmed that they are minded to accept the proposal for a council size of 62 
Members and on 30 November 2010 formally commenced the next stage of 
consultation; inviting submissions based on a council size of 62.  During this 
time, the Electoral Review project team have been working with Elected 
Members to develop proposals for new boundaries in each District and 
Borough area.  This has led to a proposal based on 62 single Member 
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divisions, with the same distribution of elected Members across the Districts 
and Boroughs as currently in place.  
 
7. As the electoral review has been triggered by the number of divisions 
where the number of electors is out of variance with the County Council 
average, the proposals for new divisions have been developed in order to 
directly address this issue.  The project team developed options for each 
district based on ensuring greater electoral equality by reducing levels of 
variance, having regard where possible to district ward boundaries and 
defined physical features.  The team then met with Members on a district by 
district basis to refine the proposals by gaining Member feedback on the 
community impact of potential boundaries.  This feedback was then used to 
develop a preferred option which has been subject to consultation with the 
public and the County Council’s partners (including District, Borough and 
Parish and Town Councils) during January 2011. 
 
8. Members will appreciate that, particularly in some areas of the county, the 
development of new boundaries has proved difficult and involved Members 
and officers working closely together to produce the final draft proposals.  
Members have been understandably engaged with this process, submitting 
numerous suggestions throughout and, inevitably, it is not possible for all of 
these to be incorporated into the final proposals.  The project team have 
attempted to keep Members informed during this process and, where 
particular suggestions have not been followed, outlined the reasons why. 
 
9. Overall, the proposals would significantly improve electoral equality across 
the County with only 8 divisions projected to vary by more than 10% from the 
average County electorate by 2016, compared to 25 of the current divisions.  
The range of variance is also much lower, with highest level of variance in the 
proposed divisions 12.6%, compared to the current arrangements where two 
divisions vary by over 20%.  Members have previously expressed concern 
about this review being undertaken so soon after the previous review 
(completed in 2003) and, by ensuring most divisions are within the guideline 
figure of 10%, it is hoped that there will not be any need for a further review 
for some time.  It must be noted that the final recommendations from the 
Boundary Committee for England in 2003, which the current arrangements 
are based on, included a high number of divisions in variance, which has 
contributed to the proximity of the two reviews. 
 
10. The draft submission (circulated with the Council papers) outlines the 
process and rationale for the development of the proposed boundaries and 
gives brief details of the boundaries and features of all 62 proposed divisions 
on a district by district basis.  This includes giving the community based 
justification for areas where electoral variance is higher and outlining why 
particular boundaries have been chosen.  The submission aims to present a 
coherent and detailed case arguing that the proposed boundaries represent 
the most efficient and convenient local representative arrangements for 
Staffordshire and must be sent to the LGBCE by the close of the consultation 
period on 21 February 2011. 
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11. Following the close of the consultation period, the LGBCE will consider all 
the submissions it has received.  The consultation is completely open and 
responses may be received from members of the public, community groups 
parish councils, district and borough councils, MPs, political parties or groups 
or from individual Members.  The LGBCE will then develop draft 
recommendations, based on the submissions it has received, and is expected 
to publish them in May 2011.  There will then be a further period of 
consultation before final recommendations are laid before Parliament for 
implementation at the next County Council elections in 2013. 
 
12. Members are asked to consider the draft submission and to give authority 
to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader, to make any 
necessary amendments as a result of comments made by Members before 
submitting it to the LGBCE for consideration.  Copies of the maps which detail 
the proposed new boundaries are available on the County Council’s website 
on the agenda page for this meeting. 
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Appendix 1 
 
 
Equalities implications: None 
 
Legal implications: The Boundary Commission’s recommendations in 
relation to the Electoral Review of Staffordshire will be implemented by a 
Parliamentary Order  
 
Resource and Value for money implications: If the Boundary Commission 
develop draft proposals that involve an increase in the size of the Council 
there may be some increased costs through, for example, the payment of 
additional Member Allowances and provision of equipment for new Members. 
 
Risk implications: The Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England will determine and publish draft proposals for boundaries based on 
the submissions it receives.  If the County Council fails to agree a coherent 
submission, there is a risk that the Boundary Commission will adopt proposals 
that do not reflect what the County Council would consider to be efficient and 
appropriate for Staffordshire’s communities. 
 
Climate Change implications: None 
 
 
Report author: 
 
Author’s Name: Peter McKenzie 
Telephone No:  (01785) 276151 
Room No: Room 4, County Buildings 
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Letters from Local Government Boundary 
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Michael Bradbury 
Law and Democracy 
(01785) 276133 

Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England – Electoral Review of Staffordshire 
http://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/west-
midlands/staffordshire/staffordshire-county-
council-electoral-review 

 

 


